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Visit Hadano City In April of this year, I visited the city of Hadano, Japan, where
[ had the opportunity to perform for the Japanese public. On April 19, the concert took
place at the Town news hall with the wonderful musician Noriko Kijiya (Marimba). All
these performances left me with an indelible impression of the amazing audience of
different ages who enthusiastically received the sounds of the accordion. In this
wonderful town, I saw and visited remarkable historical places, one of which was the
Mizunashi River, the River without Water. This was my third visit to Japan in the last
three years. During this time, I met many friendly and warm-hearted people.
(RIZXTN) SHE4B. HERFHEHR. ETALORITHEET sHRE/ILE, &
25 Z1—ZAh—=Ile |BESLOVIUNES, ARSEFIAMEFIBZT LTI VY
—FETOFELZ, TRSONELTBEL T RATEHBEORBSLOREHN P I—F 1A
JOBBICRLHEET O FRSREOHRCLTIEITLES, Z0XRE
SCORTTIE, KENTECHEENTBAEHIRELT, BE 3 FEAT 3 fEFEO” BHAEH
Brahdli, Z0f, ZLORICLED OISR HEOELT,
(FEEBT ) BOFTDUEBODTDEL OO T H SEFHABEENERT
b T B HEFNEHR R, EHBE BT, BEROEER, K
i.f_ E%m/’/ﬁ/m%%%ba’f\ ,-.E& H%FE%?‘C_%’) t‘b‘?‘

o FEEF) \_‘j_Tj_jiﬁ_erj%ljm Rk 0 BRIEREBESLLENTL I,

2B R A D TXKE)) DIKE ﬂ ﬂ

LARSETKEIOEES FEEC  9/18
- MR8

%@ﬁﬁmﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁu+vth5w&aw RoAB)

SEHNFR | SBE/I T UNBHEFNRES UHheBEEE SFR. BeE

&EF&tzu@%aJrﬁwqﬁE%lJmmﬁTﬁ&@%ﬁAﬁ¢% A
o BT STREESOBBREFEOCHICAZI IR TELELO

IJEII]
0oo

[ZANININY

#)IIYERAEF 0 EUS
FFELE

'Gtﬁo%EmTKMMJT@HﬁU%$UTUEWm$v =
§ 3 BEERBICELY) HRTRMAFEI COBRETBTESOERLT
= OEho&kS | BHIEFEOBRFOP U I—ILIERT P
™ ATy FTIRCHERE | BRSO EEHAAC T
Hw vt L OLERSTELED (K%%)@Fﬁﬂv)

"Mlzunashl Rlver ¥ﬁ@nﬁ$

=L H(mm‘\IUJ E8. zkﬂlllmlllr“z :
A A * oS g =

RIRTAREESD | have just finished a new piece that I wrote for solo accordion,
inspired by the Mizunashi River, which is located in Hadano, Japan. The idea came to
me instantly when we were walking along the bottom of this river with Megumi Hada.
The concept of walking along the riverbed intrigued me because, without a diving
suit, you can descend to the very bottom of the river. The riverbed is like the heart of
the river, a mystery for a person. Walking along the dry bottom was like diving into
the fairy tale and fantasy of this existing river called the "Mizunashi River."
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Dear Hadano citizens, |, Prudencio Reyna, would like to take this opportunity to introduce
myself as the president of the Pasadena Sister City Association. Having been a member for
over 15 years, | have cherished the many friendships | have formed with the citizens of
Hadano. It is with great pleasure that | now accept the role of president. | look forward to
furthering our friendship and learning more about the culture and traditions of this TILFVS

T, o
beautiful city. Thank you for your ongoing support. L 4 +HER
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waz"f"/é@ﬁ%@gﬁ Hello Junichi,  Thank you for your kind words. My family and | are doing
well, and we're excited to prepare for the Hadano delegation'’s visit next year. Work has been going smoothly
as well. The flooding in San Antonio and Austin, about three hours from us, has been heartbreaking for
Texas. Tragically, around 120 lives have been lost so far, but our communities are resilient, working tirelessly
to support survivors and begin recovery efforts.
Thank you again for your thoughtfulness and I look forward to visiting Hadano again!
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- The other day, I read an article online. It said that .
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A7 7 & VAP < - - the percentage of Japanese junior high and high -
o J:O’)ﬁ”iﬁﬁj%é_@/ + é_fﬂﬁ" RS ! school students who passed the Eiken test increased
SR LR BEFESTITEE L 95, | compared to 2023. However, according to a global |
- ranking, Japan ranked 92nd out of 116 non- English- .
I speaking countries. That's the lowest rank ever for I
; Japan. Why is Japan still seen as weak in English -
5 worlc;mde even though more students are passing
I tests?

When I looked into it, I found three main reasons. I
d | First, English and Japanese are very different. Second, |
; there are few chances to actually use English. Third,
. many people have a psychological barrier to speaking
I it. Among these, I focused on the second reason—few
| R e b 1 d that English is like a |

\ .. 2 : t the beginning, I mentioned that English is like a
O\ BISHT = AZECER) 1 sport. So, imagine when you play a sport. What's the |
HADKFENI T LELTWD | first thing you g_]q? E)op ygublreadtthi\ﬁ I"lc_l|et)00[k ancé .
I memor:ze eve ing? Probably not. Most people just |
753 HERANZIT LR, COREESE | . l:)laylng anlc?/learn as they go. It's the same with -
&, HEFIIA |! Eng h. Even If you memorize grammar in detail, you |

%{%O%Aﬁ)d\@b\ ‘t be able t k English if don't h :
won't be able to speak English if you don't have an
T YO Lo, KERICEs THRET || English-speaking environment. At present, even :
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: hhave?enough chances to use it. So, how can we change -
. that?

For example, in school, we could use the tablets we |

- already use in class to try conversations through apps .

or online En}ghsh speaking lessons. Outside school, I
d be nice to have English cafés where -

like we have basketball courts in parks that anyone can

- use, what if we had “English courts”? Places where .

anyone can c?ather and chat in English freely. These
make it easier and more fun to use -

barrier to speaking English—the third reason I

* mentioned earlier—and helps raise the global standing .
! of English proficiency in Japan.

English needs both a good environment to use it and -

. the courage to try. So, let's not be afraid. Let’s not be !
I shy. Let’s speak English freely. Because English is like
i_a sport. Let’s enjoy and “PLAY" English! .
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