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Dear Friends,
Greetings from the members of the Pasadena-Hadano Sister City Association.
Here in the City of Pasadena, we have experienced a very mild winter. The snow atop Mt. Tanzawa
must be a very beautiful sight to see. It is very rare that we receive snow along the Southeast
Coast of Texas where Pasadena is located.
The City of Pasadena continues to grow due to its strategic location near Houston, which is the fourth
largest city in the country. The population of Pasadena is over 150,000. There are oil refineries,
chemical plants and colleges within and in close proximity to the city. The Houston Ship Channel and
the Port of Houston is one of the busiest in the country. The Pasadena public school system includes
62 campuses. There are 35 elementary schools, 8 middle schools, 10 intermediate schools, 5 high - 4
schools and 4 alternative schools. Total enrollment is approximately 52,919 students. Hispanic - — ‘— AYA = S —
students account for 81.6% of student enrollment, reflecting the large Hispanic population. % A 1~ * \ L - 2/ 5 ( 3)
We are looking forward to the upcoming Strawberry Festival which will be held in May. The
Strawberry Festival is hosted by the San Jacinto Day Foundation, with commemorates the 1836 Kmﬂaﬁg

Battle of San Jacinto when Texas won the battle for independence from Mexico. The San Jacinto Day / \o 'U' 53 j' Dfﬁ ZEE %B FE 7 7j — 5 [A E B:E 1&

Foundation’s mission is to preserve and promote Texas History.

At one time, Pasadena was known as the “Strawberry Capital of the South”. Although strawberry
fields no longer flourish in Pasadena, the Strawberry festival has long been a tradition in the city of
Pasadena. The highlight of the Festival is the huge strawberry shortcake. Festivities include a
parade, beauty contest, BBQ cook-offs, entertainment and much more. Proceeds from the festival
fund scholarships for local youth and provide for various other community projects.

The members of the Pasadena-Hadano Sister City Association extend our very best wishes for a
successful, informative Forum, and wish we could be with you to sample the excellent “Texas” foods
which you are preparing to serve to the citizens of Hadano!
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